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...WE’VE REACHED ACROSS THE BORDER AND INTO THE 
   REFUGEE CAMPS, BRINGING SOME OF SOUTH SUDAN’S 

most vulnerable girls to the
Lukome Center in northern Uganda.
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Dear Friends of ChildVoice,

While 2016 saw much accomplished at ChildVoice, it also presented many frustrations. The widening conflict and 
deteriorating security situation in South Sudan led us to suspend our operations in the country. More than 25% of the 
entire population is now displaced, with almost a million refugees fleeing into northern Uganda and more pouring over 
the border each day. We had hoped to open a new ChildVoice center in the South Sudanese city of Yei this past summer, 
but sadly, we have seen those dreams go up, quite literally, in smoke. Instead, we’ve reached across the border and into 
the refugee camps, bringing some of South Sudan’s most vulnerable girls to the Lukome Center in northern Uganda.

LETTER FROM OUR

FOUNDER

THE EFFECTS OF WAR & POVERTY
In such regions of conflict and displacement, children 
are being abused as both targets and instruments of 
war. Additionally, extreme poverty in the developing 
world gives birth to a slew of issues including human 
trafficking and the exploitation of children. Because of 
this, ChildVoice has stepped into some of the world’s 
most dangerous conflict zones and will continue to do 
so as long as the need exists for rescuing highly 
traumatized children. 

Over the past decade, we’ve learned that an 18-month 
program of therapeutic recovery and practical training 
within the sanctuary setting of the Lukome Center has 
been highly effective for healing the most vulnerable of 
war-affected girls and children. And we discovered that 
three years of post-therapeutic care is essential toward 
our goal of having the girls successfully reintegrate 
with their communities—as more than 90% currently 
do! We make sure they know they will always be part of 
the ChildVoice family and that we are committed to 
their long-term reintegration and future success.

GLOBAL EXPANSION−−OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE 
Monitoring and assessing the results of our efforts over 
this past decade taught us that our model works. Now we 
are being approached by outside sources with the 
prospect of expanding into other hot-spot regions, 
including Nigeria, Iraq, Syria, Pakistan, and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

We would love to celebrate the day when there is no 
longer a need for the restoration and therapeutic services 
provided by ChildVoice. Unfortunately, as long as there is 
extreme poverty and conflict in the world, there also will 
be a need for what we do. That is why I so appreciate your 
support and extend my heartfelt thanks for your 
continued partnership with ChildVoice.

Conrad Mandsager
Founder and President

Conrad holds the child of a
South Sudanese student, Nadia;

read her story on page 11.



WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED
over the past decade to watch our plans for bringing hope to 
war-affected girls come together, as more and more supporters partnered 
with ChildVoice in 2016. 

As we reflect on the progress we’ve seen during the past ten years, we are humbled and thankful for the 
faithfulness of donors who continue to come alongside us.  These “then and now” photos tell the 
wonderful story of ChildVoice’s growth over the years.

CELEBRATING
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OF CHANGING LIVES
for a hopeful future

2006

The Lukome Center Has Come a Long Way: The first ChildVoice center in northern Uganda operated from the Lukodi 
Primary School in the village of Lukodi (left). Eventually, funds were raised to begin the construction of a dedicated 
therapeutic community on 70 acres outside of town. The current Lukome Center (shown here) opened in 2013 with 
12 residences, each housing two girls and their children (total capacity of 24), as well as two classrooms, a kitchen with 
teaching facilities, community space, a daycare facility, and latrines and showers.

CHILDVOICE HAS GONE FROM
VERY HUMBLE BEGINNINGS TO 

a sanctuary
village setting.
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DAY-TO-DAY CHORES HELP TO TEACH

self-sufficiency.
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Some Things Never Change: Carrying water from the borehole is a daily activity in the lives of 
the girls at the Lukome Center, and one that likely will continue when they return to their rural 
communities. Today, the girls also tend their own garden plots and learn vocational skills like 
sewing, baking, and hair braiding that will provide them with an income once they graduate.
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The holistic counseling received by students at the Lukome Center has 
proven highly effective. Since our first graduating class of 13 girls in 2009, 
we have had 124 students from Uganda successfully complete the Lukome 
Center program and return to their families and communities, well 
prepared to provide for themselves and their children. Pictured on the left 
is one of the earliest groups of graduating girls and their children; pictured 
here is a class of recent graduates.

TODAY, 93% OF CHILDVOICE GRADUATES 

successfully reintegrate.
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2006
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THRIVING IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF

love and acceptance
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storyNADIA’S

11FOLLOW THE PROGRESS OF CHILDVOICE OVER THE NEXT DECADE!  Sign up for our e-newsletters at www.childvoiceintl.org

ChildVoice is all too familiar with the atrocities and abuses committed against young, vulnerable children who have been 
kidnapped or coerced into sexual slavery and forced labor. As conflict rages in South Sudan, far too many girls are caught 
up in lives filled with desperation and very little hope. Many have been forced to flee their country for the refugee camps 
of northern Uganda, as the conflict escalates in South Sudan.

Here is the story of one South Sudanese girl, now at the Lukome Center, who was rescued from a childhood of 
prostitution early on in the conflict and brought across the border into Uganda. 

Eighteen-year-old Nadia came to ChildVoice from a brothel in the city of Yei. Her mother died when she was young, and 
shortly after that her father simply disappeared. For years she was bounced from family member to family member. 
Desperate to make money so she could simply exist, Nadia turned to prostitution. She met other young girls who worked 
as prostitutes, and they introduced her to the Safari Lodge, an infamous brothel known for its child prostitutes.

Nadia’s life went even more downhill from there. With no one to protect her, she was abused almost every night. Then, 
in 2015, she became pregnant. Against the advice of her fellow prostitutes, Nadia decided to keep her baby, even though 
this meant she would be hard-pressed to find work. 

Thankfully, through the help of a social worker, Nadia found ChildVoice in February of 2016. She was already in labor and 
in desperate need of a C-section. The ChildVoice team was able to move her to a hospital that could deliver her baby. 
Grateful for the help she received from ChildVoice, Nadia named her baby boy Conrad after ChildVoice’s founder.

Today, Nadia and Conrad are at the Lukome Center, where they have found a place of sanctuary, and where Nadia can 
rebuild her life and live each day with the prospect of a brighter future for her and her child. She has emerged as a leader 
among the newest class of South Sudanese girls and is excelling in her catering/bakery training. She also is learning the 
Acholi language so she can converse with all the students, including those from northern Uganda. And while she came to 
the Lukome Center as a shy, reserved young girl who rarely smiled, now she is filled with joy, constantly smiling and 
laughing and enjoying the company of her new friends.

Success stories like these are possible through the generous support of our donors and the work of our dedicated staff. 
Because of them, we look forward to another decade of restoring the voices of children like Nadia who once were 
silenced by war.

NEW HOPE FOR GIRLS FROM

SOUTH SUDAN
“Grateful for the help she 
received from ChildVoice, 

Nadia named her baby 
boy Conrad after 

ChildVoice’s founder.”
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Thank you
for your generosity!

*To request a copy of our most recent audit statement, please contact ChildVoice:  info@childvoiceintl.org   (603) 842-0132

DID YOU KNOW?
EVERY GIFT YOU GIVE
TO CHILDVOICE IS

100% Tax
   Deductible

2014–2015
Gifts Received
$666,855

Expenses
$696,098

2015–2016
Gifts Received
$825,398

Expenses
$773,679

14%

77%
9%

2016–2017 CHILDVOICE PROJECTED BUDGET
Giving Opportunities: $743,576

Program:  $572,554
Management & General:  $104,101

Fundraising:  $  66,921


